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                              TIME FOR A CHANGE OF LEADERSHIP 
                      
The clock has run well past midnight on prevention, treatment and care of people living with and affected by HIV/AIDS in Mississippi. There are now close to 10,000 people living with HIV/AIDS in Mississippi. The Mississippi Department of Health (MDOH), who promises “TO PROMOTE AND PROTECT THE HEALTH OF ALL MISSISSIPPIANS”, has been lacking to fulfill that commitment, and will continue to lack fulfillment as long as they leave the current leadership that is entrusted with our health and well-being in place.
In the year 2010 we still have residents that believe that people can get infected by mosquitoes, that HIV/AIDS is a gay man’s disease and other misinformation that only adds to the ever increasing number of HIV cases. The state AIDS Director has underutilized or not even applied for housing grants that have been proven to be one of the best tools for prevention, treatment and care. The state AIDS Director who has returned monies because the state could not spend it, also neglected a segment of our population that is hardest hit by this epidemic by not applying for these funds because “It wasn’t applicable to us.” Funds, for prevention and education, to one of the hardest hit group of people? How does that not apply to us??
It is time for MDOH to take the steps needed to fulfill their commitment!  It is time to find someone who is innovative, creative and brings a new approach to tackle this epidemic.   Someone who will utilize ALL available funds to address the ongoing needs for housing, stigma reduction, and comprehensive sex ed legislation.  MDOH has a wealth of just such persons on staff already who would be more than capable of performing as AIDS Director efficiently and productively.  We call for such change effective immediately.  Time is wasting for HIV/AIDS clients who are currently suffering under the current leadership… TICK! TICK!
Numbers are increasing and people are dying from an illness that is no longer considered a death sentence. It is time for people, AIDS Services Organizations (ASOs) and Community Base Organizations (CBOs) to speak up for the community that they serve and speak publicly about the changes that are needed… such as a change in leadership at MDOH!  We are here to serve in the best interest of the consumers… HIV/AIDS clients.  At this point, we are failing them by allowing the current MDOH leadership to disperse funds and write policies regarding such funds without us stepping in and asking questions.  It is by being involved in this policy-making that ASOs and CBOs can ensure that their clients’ needs are met.  STEP UP AND SPEAK UP!  AAIM intends to do just that.  We hope that you will join us in this cause!  Our clients deserve nothing less!
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