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            A New Direction for Mississippi HIV/AIDS Programs
                                 A  Search for a New State AIDS Director
Mississippi has started a search for a new State AIDS Director, Which in itself is good news to people living with HIV/AIDS (PLWA) throughout the state. We are no longer bound to an outdated, uncreative and shortsighted Director that only wanted thing ran his way or no way. Under his stewardship monies were returned to HRSA as well as HUD, HIV infection rates rose, grants were underutilized or just not applied for, and just recently overspending Ryan White funds in excess of 800 THOUSAND DOLLARS.
But that is the past and we are looking towards the future. The state of Mississippi needs not only a compassionate and understanding Director, but one who understands what it will take to move us in the right direction. AAIM along with A BRAVE NEW DAY, Mississippi in Action and other organizations expect our next Director to:
·  Coordinate statewide HIV efforts across Prevention, Counseling &Testing and Care Services to ensure that all programs are working together as an overall HIV/AIDS system that continues to evolve.
· Apply and Utilizes grants that improve the quality of life for PLWA
· Recognize and Change the current HOPWA program to meet the needs of PLWA
· Support a Comprehensive sex education program that is age appropriate and evidence based.
· Have an innovative approach to end Stigma and discrimination starting with harmful laws to PLWA
· Transparence in financial issues
· Goals and timetable for implementing the NAS
AAIM, Mississippi in Action and A BRAVE NEW DAY met with the State Health Officer, Dr Mary Currier, Joy Sennett, and Dir. Of Office Communicable Diseases and Dr. Paul Byers, Epidemiology, who agreed with us that these are some of the qualification they want and would like to continue to work with us throughout the process. Dr Currier also agreed to be part of a panel that includes State Rep. Stephen Holland, Public Health and Human Services Chairmen and State Rep. John Hines for our upcoming Town hall, which takes place on 21 Sept 10, 6pm at the State Health Department to discuss not only the position of Director, but also How does Mississippi plan on implementing the National AIDS Strategy
These are great first step to ensure we get the best person for the job. It is also very important for us the community to be present at the Town hall  to show that we are watching and will not let some publicly lackey chosen in some back room deal be placed in a position that means LIFE OR DEATH for PLWA’S in Mississippi 
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